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Welcome
Please share you name, organization, 

and title in the chat. 

Bienvenido
Por favor, comparta su nombre, 

organización, y título en el cuadro de 
chat.



We Have Spanish Interpretation 
Tenemos Interpretación de Español

A Escuchar en Español:

1. Haga click el icono del 
globo

2. Elegir “Spanish”



Today’s Agenda
1. Welcome
2. Supporting Immigrant Families

○ Latino Policy Forum
○ Chicago Public Schools - Office of 

Multicultural and Multilingual 
Education

○ Mayor’s Office of Immigrant, Migrant, 
and Refugee Rights 

3. Partner Updates
○ Sandy De León - City Colleges 
○ Chicago Department of Public Health
○ Birth to Five Illinois Region 1-A

4. ECRC updates



PROTECTING IMMIGRANT FAMILIES 

Latino Policy Forum

Rosario Hernandez & 
Nina Sedeño











































PROTECTING IMMIGRANT FAMILIES 

Chicago Public Schools Office of 
Multilingual and Multicultural Education

Beata Arceo



January, 2025



Latest 
Developments 
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Trump Administration Rescinds Sensitive Area Guidelines and 
Limits Humanitarian Parole Program



Supporting
Immigrant 
Youth
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● Remind children that “You are safe now. I am a safe person, and I
will do everything I can to protect you.”

● Remind children that “We have been through hard things before.
● We will get through this together.”
● Remind them there is still hope, and people will fight for them.
● Remind children that Illinois is a welcoming state and there are

still safe spaces.
● It can be helpful to focus on what is under our control.

Key Ways Parents & Caregivers Can Support
Immigrant Children
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● Important to keep routines (going to school, bedtime, mealtimes, story 
times)

● Keep up family/cultural traditions (celebrate holidays, birthdays)
● Take breaks from media / social media and engage in other pleasant 

family activities
● Take care of your physical health (exercise, eat healthy, drink water)
● Take care of your emotional health (express your emotions by talking 

to a trusted person or through creative outlets, practice 
relaxation/meditation, seek professional help)

It can be helpful to focus on what is under our 
control.



Legal 
Protections
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Plyler vs Doe (1982)

The supreme Court ruled that states cannot deny free public education to children 
based on their immigration status, affirming that all students have the right to 
equal access to education.



36

Right to a Free Public Education 

● All children in the United States have a Constitutional right to equal access to free public 
education, regardless of immigration status and regardless of the immigration status of the 
students’ parents or guardians.

In Illinois and Chicago Public Schools:
● All children have the right to a free public education.
● All children ages 6 to 21 years must be enrolled in school.
● All students and staff have the right to attend safe, secure, and peaceful schools.
● All students have a right to be in a public school learning environment free from 

discrimination, harassment, bullying, violence, and intimidation.
● All students have equal opportunity to participate in any program or activity offered by the 

school, and cannot be discriminated against based on their race, nationality, gender, religion, 
or immigration status, among other characteristics.
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● Schools can not deny  access to education based on student’s or parent’s 
immigration status

● Schools must provide language assistance to El students to ensure 
meaningful participation in educational programs

○ Addressing concerns from families about privacy and the potential for sharing with 
immigration authorities

● Ensure a safe and inclusive environment for all students
○ Ensure that policies and practices do not inadvertently discriminate against students based on 

their national origin or perceived immigration status

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act



38

14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

Equal Protection Clause ensures that no state shall deny any person within its 
jurisdiction “the equal protection of the laws”.
This clause has been interpreted to mean that public schools cannot 
discriminate against students based on their immigration status.
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FERPA

● Any information related to a student’s immigration status that is part of the 
education record is protected under FERPA.

● Schools cannot disclosure information about a student’s immigration status 
without consent, unless an exception applies.
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Information Required for School Enrollment 

● When enrolling a child, schools must accept a variety of documents from the 
student’s parent or guardian to demonstrate proof of child’s age or residency.

● The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act requires schools to 
immediately enroll a homeless child or youth even if he or she is unable to 
provide proof of residency or age or other documentation normally required 
for enrollment. Please also see the Chicago Public Schools Policy on 
Education of Homeless Children and Youth .   

● You never have to provide information about citizenship/immigration status to 
have your child enrolled in school. Also, you never have to provide a Social 
Security number to have your child enrolled in school.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cydm_PM5aCaTpk7B4zaewmx5Ma9zsFbZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cydm_PM5aCaTpk7B4zaewmx5Ma9zsFbZ/view?usp=sharing
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Confidentiality of Personal Information 

● Federal and state laws protect student education records and personal 
information. These laws generally require that schools get written consent 
from parents or guardians before releasing student information, unless the 
release of information is for educational purposes, is already public, or is in 
response to a court order or subpoena.

● Some schools collect and provide publicly basic student “directory 
information.” If they do, then each year, your child’s school district must 
provide parents/guardians with written notice of the school’s directory 
information policy, and let you know of your option to refuse release of your 
child’s information in the directory.
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Right to File a Complaint 

● Your child has the right to report a hate crime or file a complaint to the school 
district if he or she is discriminated against, harassed, intimidated, or bullied on the 
basis of his or her actual or perceived nationality, ethnicity, or immigration status.
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Welcoming City Ordinance
Chicago Board of Education Resolution
 1.CPS will work alongside its union partners and immigration advocates to provide training and support for students, 
staff and their families on immigrant rights, understanding various legal statuses, and the overall health and well-being of 
those affected.

2. CPS will provide multi-language resources for its students, staff, and their families in partnership with the City on legal 
assistance, immigrant rights, mental health care, and public safety.

3. CPS will include in its legislative agenda advocacy at the state and federal levels for Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, Temporary Protective Status, and Refugee Settlement Programs, as well as oppose any legislation for the 
creation of a Muslim registry system or eroding civil rights protections upon our communities.

4. CPS will work alongside educators and elected officials committed to maintaining curriculum that reflects our students' 
identities and lived experiences and protecting our schools as spaces where our students feel safe, welcome, and valued 
for who they are.

5. CPS schools will always welcome all students, staff and their families regardless of legal status.

6. CPS will not provide assistance to the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in the enforcement of federal 
civil immigration law. Therefore, ICE will not be permitted access to CPS facilities or personnel except in the rare 
instances in which CPS is provided with a criminal warrant.

Board Resolution 24-1114-RS2.pdf

City of Chicago Municipal Code 2-173 “Welcoming City Ordinance”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15DMNZHkDlQa2cSDwGfxDbL3zFzX1tUUU/view?usp=sharing
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/chicago/latest/chicago_il/0-0-0-2605237


Access to 
School 
Grounds for 
Immigration 
Enforcement 
Purpose
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Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Protocols

CPS Guidelines for Responding to Interactions with United States Immigration 
and  Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
These guidelines provide support to school administrators when interacting with ICE.

● If ICE agents are at the school, the principal should ask for identification, credentials, and the 
supervisor's phone number, and not consent to ICE entering the school or taking records unless 
advised by the Law Department or Safety & Security*.

● ICE agents will not be permitted access to CPS facilities unless they have a verified criminal or judicial 
warrant.

● Principals should not share student records with ICE, except if there is a court order or consent from a 
parent/guardian. Contact the Law Department to review documentation. 

● Parents/guardians of impacted students should be notified as soon as possible, and the school 
principal must document the interaction with ICE in Aspen.
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Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Protocols

CPS Guidelines for Responding if a Student Is Stranded Due to ICE Detention of 
Parents or Guardians
These guidelines outline steps to be taken by CPS staff if a student is stranded due to their parent(s)/guardian(s) 
being detained by ICE.

● Emergency Contact and Family Safety Plan: The student's emergency contact information and Family 
Safety Plan should be reviewed and consulted.

● Check for Affidavit or Petition: Check if there's an Affidavit of Enrollment and Residency or a Petition for 
Appointment of Short Term Guardianship on file. These may authorize a trusted adult to make decisions for 
the student.

● Contact CPS or DCFS: If unable to contact anyone through the above steps, contact CPS Student Safety 
Center or DCFS hotline.

● Additional Resources: The ICE Detainee Locator can help find detained parents/guardians. Legal and 
community-based resources are also available for families.

● Key Reminders: Prioritize student safety, maintain confidentiality, and do not contact ICE unless instructed 
by legal counsel or CPS.
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Resource Guide
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Guidelines for CPS Parents - Be Ready for 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

Activity in Chicago
● You have the right to
● Be prepared
● Don’t carry false documents or make false 

statements
● Learn to recognize government badges to avoid 

confusion.   
● In your car
● At the workplace

●  If you are arrested

● Find someone detained by ICE

Guidelines for CPS Parents - Be Ready for Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) Activity in Chicago

https://docs.google.com/document/d/179Sj8Zrh8uGJBp5rhslXfitNSd4Y0IjG/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111501728228214185267&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/179Sj8Zrh8uGJBp5rhslXfitNSd4Y0IjG/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111501728228214185267&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/179Sj8Zrh8uGJBp5rhslXfitNSd4Y0IjG/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111501728228214185267&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BwoSXRbGvsvqVuzh8nVY4GdZfOxTsJrf8kXgbTSPDEI/edit?usp=sharing


Preparing for 
Immigration 

Issues  
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 Emergency Contact Information
 Family Safety Plan 
 Completion of Students’ Emergency Contact Information 

The school must ensure that a student’s emergency contact information (including the listing of secondary 
contacts) is complete. This enables the school to exhaust all available contacts if it needs to arrange for the 
care of a child in the event that a parent or guardian is detained or deported. 

Family Safety Plan
While families should maintain customary emergency contact information at the school, they should consider 
carefully before storing a Family Safety Plan at the school, as some plans may include confidential information.

To the extent possible, the school should facilitate a family’s development of a Family Safety Plan to be stored 
at a location known by the student. Such a plan may identify a trusted adult who can care for the student if no 
parent or guardian can do so. Students should know that the trusted adult is the person whom the student 
should contact if his or her parents and/or guardians are detained or deported, and how to reach the trusted 
adult. 
✓ For an example of a Family Safety Plan, see below:
Family Safety Example 1 | Family Safety Example 2

    

https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/family_preparedness_plan.pdf
https://www.commteam.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/KNOW-YOUR-RIGHTS-Protect-Yourself-And-Your-Family-During-Immigration-Raids.pdf
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 Plan and Affidavit of Enrollment and Residency 
 Short Term Guardianship

The school should also educate students and families about completing an Affidavit of 
Enrollment and Residency or a Petition for Appointment of Short Term Guardian of the Person, 
which would give the above-described trusted adult the authority to make educational and 
medical decisions for the student. 

○An Affidavit of Enrollment and Residency permits certain people who have familial relationships 
with the student to authorize school enrollment and medical care for the student, but does not 
provide for legal custody. 

○A Petition for Appointment of Short Term  Guardian of the Person 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/85-51_affidavit.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/dcfs/xxaboutus/notices/Documents/CFS_444-2_Appointment_of_Short-Term_Guardian_(Fillable).pdf
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  Emergency Preparedness - Document Preservation

● Create an emergency binder with critical 
documents

● Include IDs, certificates, legal documents, 
medical records

● Separate sections for each family member
● Keep documents in a safe, accessible 

location



Resources
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The District  will continue to share updates with the CPS 
community as needed.  A collection of CPS guidance and 
resources regarding the new administration is available on a 

new District webpage: cps.edu/NewAdminGuidance. 

This webpage will be updated frequently to provide the most current information, and 
CPS will continue to communicate directly with our students and staff about District 
response to any policy changes at the federal level that impact CPS.

Guidance from our district

http://cps.edu/NewAdminGuidance
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Link HERE for a sample Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR)   
Know Your Rights palm card.

The ICIRR hosts a Family Support Network Hotline:

1-855-435-7693
❖ Toll-free hotline available 24/7 offers help to Illinois families facing deportation.
❖ Staffed by trained volunteers who will listen and offer referrals to lawyers, social service 

agencies, pastors, and other community supporters.

Staffed in English, Spanish, Polish, Arabic, and Korean. 

 Know Your Rights

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15FS8CGpbRj0OWjj2xEF4kOyV_YruVaiE/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.icirr.org/
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Support for Immigrant Youth                                                New Path

Resources Guide for New Arrivals

Beyond Sanctuary                                                  Short Term Guardianship Planning  

                                                                

                                        We Have Rights  

Additional Resources

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q_3UYFdYQ6XDSDm93mWhlayhoQ0-Fw81/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D0y_6Q7Grcfb5nh9wNS9RiVr8O0VKPxe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12qxsM9ZHX2trEkQfVtAFXijHaS5n9pbs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dgdgm33l3rNsTrcCvT3XF1QxTkB5VBPF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ePSNVbXJHHqX95QA5uvSdULEh5FC7pwJ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.aclu.org/we-have-rights


Contact us
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Office of Multilingual & Multicultural Education

newcomers@cps.edu
OMME@cps.edu

Beata E. Arceo
Director on Newcomer Student Services

barceo@cps.edu

mailto:newcomers@cps.edu
mailto:OMME@cps.edu
mailto:barceo@cps.edu






PROTECTING IMMIGRANT FAMILIES 

Mayor’s Office of Immigrant, Migrant, 
and Refugee Rights

1st Deputy Mayor Marissa Arrez



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Partner 
Updates



PARTNER PRESENTATION

City Colleges - Chicago 
Early Learning Workforce 

Scholarship
Sandy De León

























PARTNER PRESENTATION

Chicago Department of 
Public Health

Madeline Shea



ECRC Advisory Committee Meeting

CDPH Updates 
Bureau of Maternal, Infant, Child, and Adolescent Health (MICAH)

January 28, 2025
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Healthy Chicago 2025 Strategic Plan

Problem: As of 2022, the 
life expectancy gap 
between Black and 
non-Black Chicagoans 
was 11.4 years. 
Goal: to reduce the 
widening racial life 
expectancy gap in the 
city. 



Strategy: 
• Pilot cumulative impact model with cross-cutting programs and collaborations
• Five priority areas: Englewood, West Englewood, East Garfield Park, West 
Garfield Park, North Lawndale

• Seven individual actions plans to address key drivers of life expectancy gap

Infant and Maternal Mortality Action Plan:
1. Hyperlocal outreach to promote safe sleep practices
2. Conduct assessment to understand facilitators and barriers to prenatal care 

and roll out educational media campaign
3. Modernize WIC program through various strategies to maximize utilization
4. Increase awareness and facilitate access to participation in Family 

Connects Chicago

Healthy Chicago 2025 Strategic Plan



Birthing Hospital Onboarding 
Update
Currently offering services:  
• Humboldt Park Hospital
• St. Anthony
• Rush
• UChicago Medicine
• Mt. Sinai Hospital
• Swedish Hospital
• Roseland Hospital
• Stroger Hospital
• Advocate IL Masonic
• Advocate Trinity
2025 Q1 launch:  
• UI Health 91



Family Connects Chicago Updates
2024 Data:

•3,212 home visits complete with families
•2,899 diapers, 413 pack ‘n plays, 361 strollers distributed
•250 families received monthly diaper subsidy 

Community Alignment priorities in 2025:
•expand community-based outreach and education promoting infant 
safe sleep practices in priority communities

• Citywide Annual Meeting & Release of Annual Report: Mid-July 2025
• Continue strengthening connections to home visiting programs

ARP funding ending 12/31/2025
• Sustainability planning underway
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Lead Poisoning Prevention & Healthy Homes Updates
2024 Data:

•115 homes abated/mitigated

2025 Priorities:
•215 homes abated/mitigated in the year
•Launch new HUD-funded expansion to mitigate hazards in homes in 
communities disproportionately affected by childhood asthma

•New delegate agency to be awarded in February to provide 
community-based education on lead poisoning prevention

Other Key Updates:
•Effective 1/1/25 the State updated the blood lead reference value from 
5µg/dL (micrograms per deciliter of blood) to 3.5 µg/dL

•Lead Conference planned for April 2025 93



WIC Program Updates
2024 Data:

• Over 19,000 families served in 2024

2025 Priorities:
• State guidance for Public Charge pending
• Launching new initiative to increase WIC recruitment and retention with healthcare 
and community-based organizations 

• Catholic Charities WIC Mobile Truck West side 
• WIC Subgrant RFP coming Spring 2025 

Other Key Updates:
• Expanded Service:

• Austin Clinic: now open 5 days a week
• King Center Clinic: now open 5 days a week
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Nurturing You Campaign

Landing Page:
https://chicago.gov/nurtureyo
u
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https://chicago.gov/nurtureyou
https://chicago.gov/nurtureyou


Contact Information

Family Connects Chicago:  
Jessica Wilkerson, Director of Program 
Operations:  
Jessica.Wilkerson@cityofchicago.org

Lead Poisoning Prevention and Healthy 
Homes: 

Sharita Webb, Director of Program Operations: 
Sharita.Webb@cityofchicago.org

WIC Program:  
Tal Vanek, Director of Nutrition: 
Tallett.Vanek@cityofchicago.org

MICAH Bureau:
Madeline Shea, Assistant Commissioner: 
Madeline.shea@cityofchicago.org
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Other CDPH Resources:

• Lead Hotline: 312-747-LEAD (5323)
• Family-focused 

resources: Onechifam.org
• School health resources: 

ChicagoHAN.org
• Health data available by community 

area: chicagohealthatlas.org 
• Vaccines: 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts
/cdph/supp_info/clinical_health/immuni
zation_clinics.html 

mailto:Jessica.Wilkerson@cityofchicago.org
mailto:Sharita.Webb@cityofchicago.org
mailto:Tallett.Vanek@cityofchicago.org
mailto:Madeline.shea@cityofchicago.org
http://onechifam.org
http://chicagohan.org
https://chicagohealthatlas.org/
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/supp_info/clinical_health/immunization_clinics.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/supp_info/clinical_health/immunization_clinics.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/supp_info/clinical_health/immunization_clinics.html


PARTNER PRESENTATION

Birth to Five Illinois 
Region 1-A

Edna Navarro-Viduarre























ECRC updates

● Strategic Framework is now live on the ECRC webpage
● November Town Hall recording and slides
● ECRC working groups set to launch in March

○ New structure for working group leadership
○ Committee members will be notified in February 
○ Inaugural committee meeting dates will be set and shared once 

committee members are confirmed



Thank you for joining us! 

Next meeting:
April 22, 2025
11 am-1 pm

Questions? Updates to share? Reach out to us at

ecrc@cityofchicago.org


